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April 9, 2013

NOTICE OF MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Village of Spring Valley will meet in the Village Hall, Senator Gene Levy Municipal Plaza, 200 North Main Street, Spring Valley, New York on Tuesday, April 9th, 2013 at 8:00 p.m.

Sherry M. Scott

Village Clerk

Dated: 
Spring Valley, New York


April 1st, 2013

______________________________

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SPRING VALLEY, NEW YORK

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Spring Valley convened in regular session pursuant to adjournment of the Meeting of March 26, 2013.

A Roll Call being taken, the following were present and answered to their names:




Noramie F. Jasmin

Mayor




Joseph A. Desmaret

Deputy Mayor




Anthony Leon


Trustee 




Joseph Gross


Trustee 


Demeza Delhomme

Trustee




Kevin T. Conway

Village Attorney




Sherry M. Scott

Village Clerk

Trustee Leon led the assembly in the salute to the flag.

The invocation was suspended.

______________________________

Referral No. 2058

RESOLUTION NO. 169 OF 2013

APPROVING MINUTES OF 

MARCH 26, 2013

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by (there was no second) therefore the resolution for the adoption of Minutes of March 26, 2013 failed. 

______________________________

Mayor’s Report: 

The Mayor suspended the rules to go to the Fire Department Officers elected.  The Mayor presented the Fire Department Officers elected to the Spring Valley Fire Department at the 93rd Annual Chief’s Convention on April 4, 2013 - Robert Johnson, Jr., Chief; Kenneth Sohlman, Deputy Chief; and Raymond Canario, Battalion Chief and they were given the Oath of Office by the Village Clerk.
Referral No. 2029/2001
RESOLUTION NO. 170 OF 2013
APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS FOR 

SPRING VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Delhomme and unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, the Spring Valley Fire Department, Inc. requested the acceptance of the Officers elected at their 93rd Annual Chief’s Convention held April 4, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the following officers were elected:  Chief of the Department, Robert Johnson, Jr.; Deputy Chief, Kenneth Sohlman and Battalion Chief, Raymond Canario; and

WHEREAS, such request requires the approval of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby approve the appointment of the Spring Valley Fire Department, Inc. election of officers at their 93rd Annual Chief’s Convention held on April 4, 2013 as follows:  Chief of the Department, Robert Johnson, Jr.; Deputy Chief, Kenneth Sohlman and Battalion Chief, Raymond Canario
______________________________

Referral No. 2059

RESOLUTION NO. 171 OF 2013
OPEN PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Trustee Gross offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Delhomme and unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, the public participation portion of the meeting is opened; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the following persons appeared to address the Board and participate in this portion of the meeting.

Debate:

Sheree McGill – 35 Gladys Drive, Spring Valley, NY

I would like to say how wonderful the Mayor is to me.  To me the Mayor is wonderful.  Why I say that, because she still appreciates people and helps them.  She even helps the Spring Valley Inspirational Dancers.  Another reason why she helps other people is by making nice statements and helping people.  She loves the children of the community.  So, this Mayor right here is always worthy and awesome and wonderful.  So, thank you and you will always be in my heart.

Mayor Jasmin

Thank you for those wonderful words.  I am not going to cry because you are not going to make me cry Sheree.  I will cherish those words always.  Like I always say, I always want you youngsters to excel and I can’t say anymore or too much, but thank you so much.  The thanks is coming from the bottom of my heart.  I am very touched tonight.  Thank you so much.  
Winsome Wright – Sneden Place West, Spring Valley, NY
Good evening Mayor Jasmin and Board of Trustee.  I just wanted to ask a question.  It relates to item number fourteen on the agenda.  I just wanted to know why we could not as a Village retain one law firm that has the expertise dealing with a criminal investigation.  Why would we have to retain two law firms which is a financial burden for me, on taxes.  So when you get to item fourteen I need it to be addressed.  

Trustee Delhomme

You will get an answer.

Aron Series (inaudible) - 21 (inaudible)Drive, New Hempstead, NY
It’s an emotional night to talk, but I would like to say something.  I always keep the Village in my prayers.  I will continue to pray for peace.  I will continue to pray for the Village not only that, I will continue to pray for the United States of America.  God bless America.  God bless you guys.  I know it’s not easy.  When you are not in the hot seat; I know it is not easy.  I will say it again, I will keep you in my prayers and I know that God (inaudible).  May God bless you, peace.  If I leave tonight, maybe you will see my face no more, there’s a heaven, there’s a hell, but we have to choose.  May God bless everybody, God bless the Village.  I have been living here for ten years, I have five children. I am a taxpayer; I am a homeowner, working with the Police Department.  A long time ago (inaudible).  Do the right thing (inaudible).  May God bless the Village.
Mayor Jasmin

Thank you so much for all the comments tonight.

Trustee Leon

We cannot be too critical on that matter because all of you here know what happened.  Last Tuesday, the news, breaking news.  We have two Board Members sitting on the Board right now who did something that the FBI looked very closely and indicted them.  The FBI indicted them and they are not convicted yet, that’s why you see them on the Board now.  The law gives them the liability to sit on the Board.  Regardless of whatever, they’ve been indicted.  However, I know some of you are very angry and me too, I am very angry, sitting on that table.    But I can’t be too indifferent (inaudible) on that matter because as (inaudible) said being indifferent on that matter that mean you failed.  That’s a big failure as a human.  Some of you, I like you as the young lady said.  She made a nice speech.  The Mayor, she’s a great lady and we knew her as a good lady.  However, something has been done that she cannot discuss now, but we have to discuss it because it is all over the news.  I have the report in front of me now and I read everything in detail, last night it took me hours and hours to read the report. I read it over and over again.   But, believe it or not I do not feel comfortable sitting on this table tonight.  I feel ashamed.  I think most Haitians feel ashamed.    Most of the Board members here feel ashamed.  Most of the people working for the Village feel ashamed.  In Haiti they feel ashamed about what happened.  I am not here to condemn them because they are not convicted yet.  However, as a Board member I have to speak loud to say that I feel really embarrassed.  I been (inaudible) on the Board tonight because I care about the Village, I care about the people, I care about the employees working for the Village.  That’s why I am here, otherwise I could not be here.  I have come to the conclusion, I sat down with the firms who represents the rest of the Board and the employees and the people of the Village, I have come to the conclusion that sometimes you have to accept the unacceptable. And right now I don’t want to hold the meeting too long and make a long speech on that matter.  I feel that I owe you, the public, some respect on that matter.  Personally, I made a decision to request for Mayor Noramie Jasmin and Deputy Mayor Joseph Desmaret to step down, with pay.  I know they probably may need the money to pursue the case, I am working the deliberately on the budget to find ways to keep their salary with the Village and to avoid the shameful moment that we all in the Village are suffering for right now.  I would like to hear the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor, if they decide to do so, feel free to speak to the public and if they decide not to do so, based on the advice of their lawyers  and to say it loud and clear for the people to know.  And then, as a Board member, I would know how to react.  Thank you.
Trustee Delhomme

I heard Trustee Leon, my colleague.  I stand to correct some of the things.  They are not indicted yet.  They’ve been accused on their behalf of doing things, we all read the news.  We are waiting on what is going to take place on that matter.  Normally, usually, Trustee Leon may be right, usually, normally, on what’s going to take place.  But, if they choose, we have not elected them, to fight the law on that matter.  I will say publicly my suggestion, don’t do it.  That’s all I can say to them.  I don’t want to make it so hard because people do have families, people do have other people who are going to suffer; we have to be careful how we handle matters; that’s why we have backdoor meetings.  Closed door meetings, we talk within ourselves.  But, the true elected officials they’re leading, force the Board, if they choose to stay on, laws do not require us, the Trustees, although we can put non-binding resolution which says this is what’s going to take place, we’re not going to sit with you, we’re not going to give you things like that, we do that, but I will get (inaudible) like Trustee Leon said (inaudible) kindly too, requesting for them to think deeply about their families, not themselves.  Sometimes we just do things we don’t think about who is getting hurt and whose not getting hurt.  I don’t like to see these things.  I really don’t.  That’s not what I thought I was elected for, but nevertheless what can we do?  We’re all humans, except God, we all make mistakes.  But, there are always consequences for mistakes.  Just because you make a mistake does not excuse you from getting a punishment.  But, this is not my decision.  I am friends with all Trustees.  If there is anything that they need to ask me, as a senior Trustee, I’m there to answer.  As a public servant, I have to open myself to the media, otherwise they are going to say whatever they want anyway, so I might as well tell them the little bit that I know.  Did you understand that?  By telling them I know excitement can make, little excitement, can make a difference.   But, I work too hard for this community.  Those of you who don’t know what I am doing go down to the Cultural Arts Center and you will see what I do seven days a week.  Seven days a week I work for the people of the Village of Spring Valley.  I will ask all the Board members think about the people in the Village of Spring Valley, including those of us who don’t, God willing, get in trouble.  Think about the people, not ourselves.  Sometimes you may think about yourself too much and forget about what you were elected for.  If that’s the case, we are in deep trouble.  But, give some time Trustees, things might come and people recognize that and I feel sorry for what happened, to the Mayor and the Deputy.  Hopefully, things will go out either for the better for them or the better for the Village of Spring Valley.  One thing I do know, those of you watching, never take pleasure in someone suffering.  It is not good to do that.  You do what you have to do and we will do what we have to do for the Village of Spring Valley not because I like that, I will make decisions (inaudible) in a couple days coming, not because I like it, but it is what I have to do.  I don’t take no pleasure in people suffering and think about when somebody suffers.  So, I can say, let’s wait.  We have Executive Session, we’re not going to tell you what we are going to discuss in Executive Session because it’s against the law to tell you what was discussed in the Executive Session.  We will have more perhaps, a couple more.    But, in due time, the Village will heal.  There are leaders who have knowledge who love Spring Valley enough to heal the Village and we will do that and I will be part of that healing.  Trust me.  
Deputy Mayor Desmaret

I understand Trustee Leon and Trustee Delhomme your concern and your agenda.  It is not your privilege to tell me or the Mayor to step down.  I have been elected by the people (inaudible) until they get all the findings, I will stay in office.  

Mayor Jasmin

Thank you so very much; to all the Trustees and the Deputy and again I cannot speak about the case.  I will continue to ask you to pray for me, not only for me, but for my family members and for the Village of Spring Valley.
Trustee Leon

Mayor I probably misunderstood, you did not answer the question.  The Deputy Mayor answered the question, he’s not stepping down.  The only thing I am asking you is are you staying or are you stepping down?  It’s not a question of maybe, that’s a choice.  So, therefore, that’s the situation we’re in now.  That situation bothers the majority of the people (inaudible).  We want to know tonight.  If you’re staying the public is here make it clear for them.  Are you staying or are you stepping down?  
Mayor Jasmin

If you want an answer, since it is not related to the matter; yes, I will stay on.  




______________________________


Referral No. 2059

RESOLUTION NO. 172 OF 2013

CLOSE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Trustee Gross offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Deputy Mayor Desmaret and unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees closed the public participation portion of the meeting; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the public participation portion of the meeting is hereby closed.

______________________________

Referral No. 2025
RESOLUTION NO. 173 OF 2013
APPROVAL OF THE RESIGNATION OF HECTOR J. MOREL

 FROM THE POSITION OF DATA ENTRY OPERATOR I 

IN THE VILLAGE OF SPRING VALLEY 

POLICE RECORDS DEPARTMENT
Trustee Delhomme offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Deputy Mayor Desmaret and unanimously adopted.

WHEREAS, the Hector J. Morel has requested that acceptance of his resignation as Data Entry Operator I in the Spring Valley Police Department, Records Department; and

WHEREAS, such request requires the approval of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby accepts the request from Hector J. Morel to resign from the Spring Valley Police Department as a Data Entry Operator I in the Police Records Department, effective April 12, 2013.   
Debate:

Mayor Jasmin

Hector was very instrumental to the Police Department.  We are going to miss him greatly and I wish him the best.  Please convey that message to Hector for me.  
______________________________

Referral No. 2043

RESOLUTION NO. 174 OF 2013
APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE VILLAGE CLERK 

TO ATTEND THE ROCKLAND COUNTY VILLAGE CLERKS & FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION MEETING

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk has requested permission to attend the Rockland County Village Clerks and Finance Officers Association meeting; and

WHEREAS, such request require the approval of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby approves the request from the Village Clerk to attend the Rockland County Village Clerks and Finance Officers Association meeting, April 9th, 2013 at Noon, City Line Restaurant, New City, NY, at a cost of $24.00.

______________________________

Referral No. 2030

RESOLUTION NO. 175 OF 2013

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

FOR THE VILLAGE OF SPRING VALLEY

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and adopted:

WHEREAS, the Village of Spring Valley through its various departments had made certain expenditures pursuant to the appropriations contained in the Village of Spring Valley 2012/2013 adopted budget; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Noramie Jasmin and the members of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees have reviewed bills to be paid reflecting such expenditures; and

WHEREAS, such payments require the approval of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby approves the payment of the bills of the Village of Spring Valley set forth below and authorizes the Treasurer of the Village of Spring Valley to pay such bills.
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS
DATE: April 9, 2013

GENERAL ABSTRACT #2012/43


Amount $86,341.69    Claim #56027134    thru 56027282
CAPITAL ABSTRACT #2012/C7


Amount $4,718.80    Claim #56027079    thru 56027079
The Votes were as follows:

Ayes:
 3 – Mayor Jasmin, Deputy Mayor Desmaret, Trustee Gross

Abstain: 2 – Trustee Leon, Trustee Delhomme

Debate:

Trustee Delhomme

I also abstain because I did not go through that record.  I will not vote for anything for that matter dealing with money in the Village of Spring Valley.  Anything concerning the abstract, although we have to pay the people who work for us and pay our bills, but since I can’t pull anything, I am also abstaining too.  
______________________________

Referral No. 2030

RESOLUTION NO. 176 OF 2013

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

FOR THE VILLAGE OF SPRING VALLEY

(APPROVAL OF POST AUDIT)

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and adopted:

Whereas, the Village of Spring Valley through its various departments had made certain expenditures pursuant to the appropriations contained in the Village of Spring Valley 2012/2013 adopted budget; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Noramie Jasmin and the members of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees have reviewed bills to be paid reflecting such expenditures; and

WHEREAS, such payments require the approval of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby approves the payment of the bills of the Village of Spring Valley set forth below and authorizes the Treasurer of the Village of Spring Valley to pay such bills.
POST AUDITED GENERAL ABSTRACT #2012/22

DATED: April 9, 2013

            Amount $672,579.73
       Claim #56027122              thru #56027274
The Votes were as follows:

Ayes:
 3 – Mayor Jasmin, Deputy Mayor Desmaret, Trustee Gross

Abstain: 2 – Trustee Leon, Trustee Delhomme
______________________________

The next item on the Agenda, Village of Spring Valley Tentative Budget for 2013/2014, to be continued at the Village Board Meeting of April 23, 2013.
Debate:

Trustee Delhomme

Our budget we postponed, until we, the Board of Trustees, reconvene and we do the budget over.  Let me warn you, please, that budget may come to taxes after we conclude because we are going to need money.  We are going to need money for the people of the Village to pay those bills, to pay those law firms.  They don’t work cheap.  I just found that out today.  They are very expensive.  So, in order for us to cover certain bills, they don’t require us to pay our bills, we may, I am not going to say we are going to do it, but we may, that’s why the budget is going to be suspended until the Board of Trustees reconvene about it and look at it.  We have to fine-tune the budget.  Every penny we can find we will set it aside to pay for lawyers to defend us and we may have to come up with, hopefully not, a little bit taxes.  We don’t know yet.  I’m just warning you that might happen.  So, you need to know that. 

Mayor Jasmin

Let me just say this.  For the past three years and so, I’ve been doing very well for the Village of Spring Valley.  We are in good shape.  Thank you.

Trustee Delhomme

Madam Mayor, I need the floor again because you have just said something.  We are not here to argue discuss, we take too many lies over the years.  I am the longest Trustee in the Village of Spring Valley; the longest member of the Board.  I know the budgets and I know where the money came from.  Between two governments there is not one dime, surplus, $6.6 was put in there during my tenure, Allan Thompson, myself, Bettie Brown and that has been used to cover the budget over the years.  There’s not one dime raised by either two governments that was there.  I don’t accept that.  This is an insult for a sitting long time Trustee who know everything about the Village.  That’s what I said, that’s the truth and I don’t give lies.  We need money; we may have to do that.  
Mayor Jasmin

Are you finished with your statement?  The beauty of it is that we all can afford what I just said.  It’s affordable.  You can go back all the way until the present.  
Deputy Mayor Desmaret

The Mayor and I, we have been working diligently on the budget, no Trustee showed up to present the Village a zero increase tax.  Now the Trustee is concerned?  They want to increase the Village Tax, the property tax.  Why weren’t you there?  We had been working hard for weeks.  They weren’t present one time to help prepare the budget.  For nights, weeks, we had been working on it to present a zero increase budget and now my colleagues you want to review to revise the budget.  Where were you?  

Trustee Delhomme

Madam Mayor, I don’t think the Deputy understood what I said.  For your allegedly wrong-doing we have to hire a law firm.  We might need money, that’s what I said.  You don’t speak English sir, for your allegedly wrong-doing.  According to the newspaper, for your allegedly wrong-doing, we have to hire a law firm; we may need money I said.  I’m not saying we are definitely going to have to do that.  
Mayor Jasmin

Anyway it is rescheduled for the 23rd.  

Trustee Leon

Mayor, my hand was up.  I feel that what the Deputy Mayor just said insulted my intelligence and my education.  I’ve been Trustee for more than six years and so far the Board of Trustees never sat down with the CFO of the Village to see exactly what we have in the fund balance.    We don’t even know how much money we have in the fund balance.  Besides that, this year is an election year, the Mayor giving a zero tax increase.  Right now, I have in front of me the report of the allegation, the FBI allegation.  That forces the Board, to have two firms to defend the rest of the Board members and the employees of the Village and the rest of the Village as a whole.  So, you’re telling me there is a zero increase in taxes and now you put the Village in (inaudible) situation that we can’t even control because you both are dealing with the highest (inaudible) FBI Law Enforcement in the world.  So, therefore now you pretend that what is on the paper right here in front of me is a lie.  Come on, you’ve been asking for money for a vote.  You think we can trust you here.  I don’t trust anyone of you here.  You’ve been bribing; you have been frauding corruption, the whole that I oppose since the beginning of the budget.  That’s insulting.  I’ve been very insulted.  I don’t care if you are a good person, you are good people.  I’ve been insulted in saying that you and the Mayor sat down for the budget and what I have in my hand I studied for a week and I found out all the mistakes you made in that budget.  Let me remind you Deputy Mayor, I have a Masters in Public Administration, I have two advance Masters; one in Non Profit Management and one in Health Care Management.  I know what this budget is about and I read plenty of books about budgets and it’s a false budget presented to the Board and now I’m really angry, mad at these two inept sitting on the Board with me.  Enough is enough.  Untrue statements.  I’ve had enough of it and I recuse myself from the rest of the meeting because I’m getting out of shape now.  I don’t feel comfortable staying with those stupid people.  My integrity is on the line.  
______________________________

Trustee Leon left the meeting.

______________________________

The next item on the Agenda, Continuation of Public Hearing – 60 Commerce Street, LLC, Change of Zoning Designation from GB to PLI for Property Designated on the Ramapo Tax Map as Section 57.38, Block 1, Lot 38, was pulled.

______________________________

The Village Clerk read the following notice

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SPRING VALLEY SECTION 8 PROGRAM 

ANNOUNCES A PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held by the Village Board of the Village of Spring Valley, 200 North Main Street, Spring Valley, New York 10977 that on the 9th day of April, 2013 at 8:15 p.m. to consider the following matter:

A Public Hearing to obtain input from the Village residents in reference to the Annual Agency Plan Submission to be submitted to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for fiscal year  beginning July 1, 2013.  Village of Spring Valley Section 8 Program operates and manages a Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program.  Program participants and city residents are encouraged to attend this hearing.  A copy of the Annual Agency Plan will be available for review prior to public hearing during the period of February 22, 2013 through April 9, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, exclusive of legal holidays at the address below. Persons may submit written comments prior to public hearing to:  Village of Spring Valley, Section 8 Program Office, 200 North Main Street, Spring Valley, NY 10977.  For further information please call Marnie Bernstein, Section 8 Director at (845) 517-1150.           
Dated:  Spring Valley, New York                                             
      Sherry M. Scott


 February 14, 2013

                                                       Village Clerk

______________________________

Referral No. 2050
RESOLUTION NO.  177 OF 2013

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING

TO OBTAIN INPUT FROM VILLAGE RESIDENTS

IN REFERENCE TO THE SECTION 8 ANNUAL AGENCY PLAN

SUBMISSION TO U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2013

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted:

RESOLVED, that the public hearing to obtain input from Village residents in reference to the Section 8 Annual Agency Plan Submission to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2013, is hereby open.

______________________________ 

Referral No. 2050

RESOLUTION NO. 178 OF 2013

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

TO OBTAIN INPUT FROM VILLAGE RESIDENTS

IN REFERENCE TO THE SECTION 8 ANNUAL AGENCY PLAN

SUBMISSION TO U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2013

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, there were no speakers on the Public Hearing; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Public Hearing to obtain input from village residents in reference to the Section 8 Annual Agency Plan submission to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2013, is hereby closed. 

______________________________ 

Referral No. 2050/3007
RESOLUTION NO. 179 OF 2013

ADOPTION OF SECTION 8 ANNUAL AGENCY PLAN 

SUBMISSION TO U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2013
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted: 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees to approve the adoption of Section 8 Annual Agency Plan submission to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2013; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby approves the adoption of the Section 8 Annual Agency Plan submission to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2013.

______________________________

Referral No. 2030/3007

RESOLUTION NO. 180 OF 2013
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT #561
SECTION 8

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted: 
WHEREAS, the Village of Spring Valley Section 8 Department had made certain expenditures; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Noramie Jasmin and the members of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees have reviewed bills to be paid reflecting such expenditures; and

WHEREAS, such payments require the approval of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby approves the payment of the bills of the Village of Spring Valley Section 8 Department totaling $239.00, set forth below and authorizes the Treasurer of the Village of Spring Valley to pay such bills.
Program
Claimant
Amount
5182
The Nelrod, Payment #161
$199.00
5183
Tenant Tracker, Inv.# 361493 & 363595
$  40.00

Total Section 8 Program Abstract for Village Board Approval
  $   239.00
______________________________

Referral No. 3029
RESOLUTION NO. 181 OF 2013
APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST FROM THE 
JUSTICE COURT CLERK TO ROLL-OVER UNUSED

 VACATION HOURS FOR GARIZALDO ROXAS,  30 HOURS

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted: 
WHEREAS,  the Justice Court Clerk has requested permission to roll over 30 hours of unused vacation hours for Garizaldo Roxas; and

WHEREAS, such request requires the approval of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby approves the request from the Justice Court Clerk to roll over 30 hours of vacation time for Garizaldo Roxas.  
______________________________

Referral No. 2043

RESOLUTION NO. 182 OF 2013

APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE 

JUSTICE COURT CLERK FOR DOROTHIE CASIMIR

 AND MILAGROS GUZMAN TO ATTEND THE SEI TRAINING 

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted: 
WHEREAS, the Justice Court Clerk has requested permission for Dorothie Casimir and Milagros Guzman to attend the SEI training; and

WHEREAS, the training will take place April 19, 2013, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Rockland County Courthouse, New City, NY; and

WHEREAS, there is no cost for the training; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees to approve the request; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustee approve the request from the Justice Court Clerk for Dorothie Casimir and Milagros Guzman to attend the SEI training on April 19, 2013, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Rockland County Court house, Judge Apotheker’s Courtroom, 1 South Main Street, New City, NY, at no cost for the training, but other related expenses may apply.

______________________________

Referral No. 3037
RESOLUTION NO. 183 OF 2013
APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST FROM

THE VILLAGE OF SPRING VALLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT A FEDERAL 1033 GRANT
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, the Police Department is requesting permission to apply for the Federal Governments 1033 grant program; and

WHEREAS, through this program the National Defense Authorization Act of 1997 authorizes the Department of Defense to transfer excess federal property to state and local law enforcement agencies who participate in counter drug and terrorism activities; and

WHEREAS, there is no cost to the Village for participating in this program; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees to approve the request; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustee approves the request for the Village of Spring Valley Police Department to apply for the Federal Governments 1033 grant, accept the Federal 1033 Grant and to obtain any law enforcement equipment that may be offered to the Department.  
______________________________

Referral No. 2043

RESOLUTION NO. 184 OF 2013

APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

TO SEND FOUR MEMBERS OF THE SPRING VALLEY TACTICAL
TEAM TO THE 2013 NYTOA TACTICAL TEAM TRAINING

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted: 
WHEREAS, the Spring Valley Police Department is requesting permission to send four members of the Spring Valley Tactical Team to the 2013 NYTOA Tactical Conference in Verona, NY on April 23, 24, & 25, 2013; and

WHEREAS, this is a highly technical conference that provides many areas of specialized training and certification program; and

WHEREAS, specialized training is of the utmost importance to the success of the operation and the safety of the Village residents; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Spring Valley Police Tactical Team has been offered full reimbursement for the registration cost of each member as well as hotel accommodations for the team members; and

WHEREAS, the cost would be reimburse by Rockland County from a homeland security grant; and

WHEREAS, the cost for the training which will be reimbursed by Rockland County from a homeland security grant is $919.96 in registration fees and another $1,105.74 hotel registration for a total of $2,2025.70 in reimbursement monies; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees to approve the request; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustee approve the request from the Spring Valley Police Department for permission to send four members of the Spring Valley Tactical Team to the 2013 NYTOA Tactical Conference in Verona, NY on April 23, 24 & 25, 2013, at a cost of $919.96 in registration fees and $1,105.74 in hotel fees for a total of $2,025.70, to be reimbursed by Rockland County from a Homeland Security Grant, plus any other related expenses.

______________________________

Referral No. 2043
RESOLUTION NO. 185 OF 2013
APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

 TO USE THE VILLAGE GAS CREDIT CARD TO ATTEND

THE 2013 NYTOA TACTICAL CONFERENCE 

THE OFFICERS WILL BE TAKING A DEPARTMENT 

VEHICLE TO THE CONFERENCE
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted: 
WHEREAS, the Village of Spring Valley Police Department has requested permission to use the Village gas credit card to attend the 2013 NYTOA Tactical Conference in Verona, NY, April 23, 24, & 25, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Spring Valley Police Department will be taking a department vehicle to the conference; and

WHEREAS, such request requires the approval of the Spring Valley Village Board of Trustees; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby approves the request from the Spring Valley Police Department Tactical Team to use the Village gas credit card to attend the 2013 NYTOA Tactical Conference in Verona, NY, April 23, 24, & 25, 2013, the Officers will be taking a Department vehicle to the Conference.  

______________________________

Referral No. 3039
RESOLUTION NO. 186 OF 2013
APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST FROM VIRGINIA SHENKMAN 

TO DONATE 80 HOURS OF SICK TIME TO RUTH MORGAN

 WHO IS OUT ON SICK LEAVE

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, Virginia Shenkman is requesting to transfer 80 hours of sick time to Ruth Morgan; and

WHEREAS, approval of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees is required for this request; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees hereby approves the request from Virginia Shenkman, Municipal Bus Drive, Department of Public Works to transfer a total of 80 hours of sick time to Ruth Morgan, Data Entry Operator, Village Assessor Office.

______________________________

Referral No. 3039
RESOLUTION NO. 187 OF 2013
APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST FROM THE

 LEGAL DEPARTMENT TO RETAIN THE FIRMS OF 

SOKOLOFF & STERN, LLP AND BURKE, MIELE & GOLDEN, LLP 

FOR WORK IN CONNECTION WITH FEDERAL SUBPOENAS
OF A PENDING CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION

Trustee Delhomme offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Leon and adopted:
WHEREAS, the Legal Department has requested Village Board approval for retention of legal firms for services in connection with Federal subpoenas of a pending criminal investigation; and

WHEREAS, the request is to retain the firms of Sokoloff & Stern, LLP and Burke, Miele & Golden, LLP for work in connection with services in connection with Federal subpoenas of a pending criminal investigation matter on behalf of the Village of Spring Valley; and

WHEREAS, proposed retainer agreements to be provided accordingly; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Village Board of Trustees to approve the request; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Spring Valley approves the request from the Legal Department to retain the firms of Sokoloff & Stern, LLP and Burke, Miele & Golden, LLP for work in connection with services in connection with Federal subpoenas of a pending criminal investigation matter on behalf of the Village of Spring Valley and be it further

RESOLVED, that proposed retainer agreements will be provided accordingly.

The Votes were as follows:

Ayes:
  3 – Trustee Delhomme Trustee Gross, Trustee Leon 

                       (Telephone Vote by Trustee Leon)

Recused:  2 – Mayor Jasmin, Deputy Mayor Desmaret 

Debate:

Kevin Conway – Village Attorney

The resolution is to approve the request from the Legal Department to retain the firms of Sokoloff & Stern, LLP and Burke, Miele & Golden, LLP in a joint effort of the Federal subpoenas in the pending criminal investigation.  More specifically, the volume of the material that has to be provided pursuant to the subpoenas, both firms will work jointly.  The firm of Sokoloff & Stern, LLP specializes in civil Federal litigations and the firm of Burke, Miele & Golden, LLP specializes in criminal Federal litigations.  To call for a joint effort there will be material that has to be responded to.  They will also be for representation for any Village employees, none of the conflicting employees (inaudible) with regard to any potential representation where they may be required to appear in any proceedings (inaudible) conflicted  matters that the two conflicted Board members cannot become involved in, whether it be day-to-day business or resolutions or anything of magnitude and also to request and investigate new matters that the Board has to have before them to review and approve both firms will work jointly with regard to all of those items.  
Mayor Jasmin

Trustee we can hold a special meeting.

Trustee Delhomme

Madam Mayor, it not necessary, we need to hire the person right now.  If it’s possible, can the Trustees, since Trustee Leon got so angry he left, can we do it by the phone?  Trustee Leon you will be on the phone right now (Trustee Delhomme talking to Trustee Leon on the phone).  Now what is your vote on the hiring of the law firms?  
Trustee Leon (on the Cell Phone of Trustee Delhomme)

Yes, to hire the law firms.  

Kevin Conway – Village Attorney

I also suggest you have a written resolution that Trustee Leon will sign and the other Board Members will sign specifically since it did come in by phone, so there’s no confusion.  

Trustee Delhomme

Madam Mayor, I want to make a request, can we change the rules for a moment since the taxpayer would like to know something.  Could he explain to us what he really want?

Carl Joseph – 15 Park Avenue, Spring Valley, NY

Good evening.  I understand there are allegations, an investigation going on and you have to hire two law firms.  I want to know at what cost it is going to be to the Village.  How much is it going to cost to hire these two law firms?  
Kevin Conway, Village Attorney

It will be at the rate of $200.00 per hour.  

Carl Joseph

Two hundred for each law firm?

Kevin Conway, Village Attorney

That’s correct.

Carl Joseph

How many hours do we think an investigation of that magnitude that can takes months and months and years?  So, how much money are the Village taxpayers on the hook for, estimation?

Kevin Conway

There’s no estimation at this point.  

Carl Joseph

Could it be millions of dollars?

Trustee Delhomme

Mr. Carl Joseph I can assure you, I will, and I know there will be some Trustees around me, bankrupt the Village.  I can guarantee you that.  Whatever we have to do as a Board, that’s why I say give it some time for things to play out.  Give it some times, things are just happening.  
Carl Joseph

Trustee Delhomme I can see the significance and importance of hiring a law firm, but hiring two law firms at $200.00 per hour and the Village Attorney.  So we have four attorneys in the Village of Spring Valley.  I know they are not in the criminal business, but none the less, they can protect the interest of the employees to some extent.  And what is the FBI going to ask for?   Records.  Records that can be gathered by each department head and be provided.  

Trustee Delhomme

Just ask the question.  Don’t lecture us.

Carl Joseph

I am not lecturing you sir.
Trustee Delhomme

Let me answer that for you.  As you well know, in cases like that we don’t want no Village employee to get involved, get in the way of no FBI.  So, it’s the best interest of the people of the Village of Spring Valley.  Don’t get tangled up in something that might cost us more down the line.  Therefore, we made the decision to let somebody outside with experience in those things handle it for us.  Believe me, if it comes to be too much cost, we will find a way to work it out.  But, at this point that’s what we have to do.  
Carl Joseph

At this particular time the Budget is coming very soon, at the end of May.  How much money is going to be allocated for that particular thing?
Trustee Delhomme

We don’t know yet.  We cannot tell you yet.  You will know pretty soon.  Before you go I can assure that, as this one guy said to me one day, “you play, you pay”, that’s the name of the game.  We now have to defend the people of the Village of Spring Valley.  We have to do that.  We don’t know yet.  You will know pretty soon.  
Carl Joseph

Are we looking at a million dollar expense?

Trustee Delhomme

Mr. Carl you can say whatever you want.  We are elected to protect the people.  
______________________________

Trustee Reports

Youth & Recreation – Trustee Leon – Absent ( Left the Meeting)
Fire & Safety – Trustee Gross – No Report

Infrastructure  - Trustee Delhomme – No Report

Economic Development/Community Development – Deputy Mayor Desmaret – No Report
The next Item on the Agenda, Approval to Accept $1,700,000.00 from the Empire State Development Corporation for the Construction of Site IV Family Housing for Disbursement to Spring Valley Site IV, LLC, was pulled.

______________________________

New Business

Referral No. 2026
RESOLUTION NO. 188 OF 2013

APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE VILLAGE CLERK 

RECLASSIFY THE POSITION OF SENIOR ACCOUNT CLERK TYPIST

 TO THE POSITION OF SENIOR ACCOUNT CLERK

 (FRENCH/CREOLE SPEAKING), IN THE OFFICE OF THE 

VILLAGE TREASURER

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, Village Clerk has requested permission to reclassify the position of Senior Account Clerk Typist to Senior Account Clerk (French/Creole Speaking) in the Office of the Village Treasurer, Position Control #350067; and

WHEREAS, in this position a skilled typist is not needed, but the duties of the position are exactly the same; and

WHEREAS, the incumbent is required to be able to speak French/Creole; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Village Board of Trustees to approve the request; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Spring Valley approves the requested from the Village Clerk to reclassify the position of Senior Account Clerk Typist to Senior Account Clerk (French/Creole Speaking) in the Office of the Village Treasurer, Position Control #350067.  

______________________________

Referral No. 2043
RESOLUTION NO. 189 OF 2013
APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE VILLAGE CLERK

TO ATTEND THE 25TH ANNUAL ROCKLAND MUNICIPAL

PLANNING FEDERATION DINNER
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously adopted:
WHEREAS, the Village Clerk has requested approval to attend the 25th Annual Rockland Municipal Planning Federation Dinner; and

WHEREAS, the Dinner is to be held Tuesday, April 30, 2013, 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. at the New York Country Club, New Hempstead, NY; and

WHEREAS, the cost to attend the 25th Annual Rockland Municipal Planning Federation Dinner is $45.00 per person; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Village Board of Trustees to approve the request; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Spring Valley approves the request from the Village Clerk to attend the 25th Annual Rockland Municipal Planning Federation Dinner, Tuesday, April 30, 2013, 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. at the New York County Club, New Hempstead, NY, at a cost of $45.00.

______________________________

Referral No. 2050
RESOLUTION NO. 190 OF 2013
APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE VILLAGE ATTORNEY 

TO PAY FOR SERVICES RENDERED BY DR. ALAN TUCKMAN

 IN THE CASE OF POLICE OFFICER BADGE #589 

Trustee Gross offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Deputy Mayor Desmaret and unanimously adopted:
WHEREAS, the Legal Department has requested approval for the payment of an invoice in the amount of $2,550.00 for services rendered by Dr. Alan Tuckman in the case of Police Officer Badge #589; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Village Board of Trustees to approve the request; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Spring Valley approves the request from the Legal Department for approval of payment of an invoice in the amount of $2,550.00 for services rendered by Dr. Alan Tuckman in the case of Police Officer Badge #589.

______________________________

The next item on the Agenda, Approval to of Proposal from SafeNet Security Solutions and Authorize the Mayor to Sign Said Proposal, was pulled.
______________________________

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF

JACQUELINE BENJAMIN
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously approved:

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees adjourns this meeting in memory of Jacqueline Benjamin.

______________________________

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF

REV. JAMES J. WILLIAMS
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously approved:

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees adjourns this meeting in memory of Rev. James J. Williams, March 28, 2013.

______________________________

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF

JOHN R. CUOMO, JR.
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously approved:

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees adjourns this meeting in memory of John R. Cuomo, Jr., March 29, 2013.
______________________________

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF

VALENTIN SHEWBS
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously approved:

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees adjourns this meeting in memory of Valentin Shewbs, March 30, 2013.

______________________________

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF

CHRISSY GABRIEL
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously approved:

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees adjourns this meeting in memory of Chrissy Gabriel, March 30, 2013.
______________________________

ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF

JEAN CARLOS JEAN
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously approved:

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees adjourns this meeting in memory of Jean Carlos Jean, April 1, 2013.
______________________________

 ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF

RUFUS SMITH
Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following memorial, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously approved:

RESOLVED, that the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees adjourns this meeting in memory of Rufus Smith, April 2, 2013.
______________________________

RESOLUTION NO. 191 OF 2013

ADJOURNMENT

Deputy Mayor Desmaret offered the following resolution, which was seconded by Trustee Gross and unanimously approved:

WHEREAS, there were no further discussions to be heard; now, therefore, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Meeting of the Village of Spring Valley Board of Trustees is hereby adjourned to Tuesday, April 23, 2013, at eight o’clock in the evening.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sherry M. Scott

  Village Clerk
______________________________
